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Bio 

Joseph (Joe) Kann is vice president, Global Business Development, 

Rockwell Automation. In this position, Kann leads efforts to 

accelerate the global growth of Rockwell Autom ationÕs businesses.   

 

Kann joined Allen -Bradley, now part of Rockwell Automation, in 1986 

as a project engineer, Advanced Technology (AT) and four years 

later was named manager, Research Partner Program, AT. In 1992, 

Kann was appointed manager, Strategy D evelopment, Corporate 

Development and three years later was named director, Business 

Development, Industrial Control Group. In 1997 he was named 

director, Marketing, Logic Components Business, Industrial Control 

Group, a position he held until receiving hi s current assignment.  

Today his responsibilities include leadership in business partnering, 

driving globalization investments and coordinating strategy 

development across the company. Current projects include efforts to 

accelerate the companyÕs presence in  key markets like China as well 

as emerging new technology segments like manufacturing 

information systems and machine safety.   

 

Kann earned a Bachelor of Science degree in General Engineering 

from the University of Illinois, Champaign, Illinois, U.S., in  1984.  He 

earned a MasterÕs of Science degree in Manufacturing Systems 

Engineering from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, 

U.S. in 1987.  

 

 



 

 

Abstract 

Joe Kann, Vice President, Global Business Development at Rockwell 

Automation will describe ÒM anufacturing ConvergenceÓ and the 

evolving field of ÒVirtual Design and Production.Ó He will cover 

several key topics including: an overview of Rockwell Automation 

(markets served, key offerings and value delivered); trends in 

manufacturing and key busines s drivers impacting automation and 

information system design; and the convergence of technologies 

between the design world and the production environment É forming 

a new vision of Òvirtual design and production.Ó Joe will also provide 

an update on the Rock well Automation and DELMIA strategic 

relationship and highlight how the two companies have created 

solutions which synchronize the design and production process.  


